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CfP: Kharkiv under Fire
Rethinking the local history of the long 20th Century

24-25 October 2024, Berlin Campus of the FernUniversitat in Hagen, Kurfurstendamm 21, Berlin

Kharkiv is the second largest city in Ukraine, with more than 1.8 million inhabitants on the eve of the
Russo-Ukrainian war. Founded in the 17th century, the city became the industrial, scientific, and cultural
center of eastern Ukraine in the early twentieth century and remained so until Russia’s full-scale invasion on
February 24, 2022. Since the war began, the city has suffered enormous losses: both military and civilian
facilities, including scientific, educational and cultural institutions, were destroyed. The hostilities have already
claimed the lives of thousands of residents and forced a large part of the city's population to leave for other
regions of Ukraine and foreign countries.

Russia’s ongoing war against Ukraine and the everyday shelling of Kharkiv force us to rethink the
history of the twentieth century, in particular the struggle for independence. A focus on Kharkiv allows us to
look closer at the historical context of twenty-first century revolutions in Ukraine as attempts to counter the
weakening of state sovereignty and the growing influence of Russia. Russian propaganda denies Ukraine’s
right to sovereignty. It presents Kharkiv as a Russian city with a Russian-speaking population that seeks
‘reunification” with Russia. Despite a failed attempt in 2014 to create a Kharkiv pseudo-republic following the
example of the Donetsk and Luhansk “people’s republics”, the Russian military leadership expected the city
to be captured quickly in 2022. Thanks to the cooperation of the Ukrainian armed forces, the resistance of
Kharkiv residents including territorial defense units and a powerful volunteer movement, the Russian
occupation of the city was prevented. Thus, the inhabitants of Kharkiv proved the falsity of Russian
propaganda about the city’s unconditional pro-Russian orientation. For more than two years, Kharkiv has
been under constant military shelling. At the same time, the city’s life has not stopped: a large number of
residents have returned, many enterprises, educational and cultural institutions continue to operate in some
form, a school and a kindergarten have opened in subway tunnels, and so on. All of these events have
aroused increased interest in the history of Kharkiv, a Ukrainian metropolis located just 40 kilometers from
the Russian border.

In order to increase research on the history of Kharkiv and present the findings of tis research
available to broad audiences, the Department of Public History at FernUniversitat in Hagen is organizing the
workshop on October 24-25, 2024 in Berlin. The workshop will include academic discussions as well as a
public debate, “Kharkiv before and during Russia’s War against Ukraine”. We invite researchers to apply for
participation in the workshop. Applicants should submit a short CV and an abstract of their proposed paper
(500 words and less). The organizers will cover the travel and accommodation costs.

The application deadline is June 16, 2024.

Working languages: Ukrainian and English.

Please send your applications to: viktoria.naumenko@fernuni-hagen.de
Please contact Dr. Viktoria Naumenko with any questions.
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XapkiB nig o6¢cTpinamm
[NepeocMucrneHHs nokanbHoI icTopil 4oBroro XX CToniTTs

24.-25.10.2024, Berlin Campus, FernUniversitat Hagen, Kurfirstendamm 21

XapkiB € Apyrum 3a BENWYMHOK MICTOM B YKpaiHi, A€ HanepeaoaHi BiHM Npoxuearo noHag 1,8
MifbiAOHa MeLLKaHUiB. 3acHOBaHe Le B 17 CTONITTi, MICTO CTano Ha novatky XX CTONITTS MPOMUCIOBUM,
HaYKOBWM i KynbTYPHUM LIEHTPOM CXigHOT YKpaiHu | 3anmMwanocs Takum 40 NOBHOMACLLUTabHOrO BTOPrHEHHS!
POCINCbKMX Biicbk 24 ntotoro 2022 poky. 3a 10 pokiB BiiiHW MICTO 3a3HaN0 BENWYE3HUX BTPAT: PYMHYIOTLCS
SIK BiCbKOBI, TaK i LIMBINbHi 06’€KTY, 30KpEMa HayKoB, OCBITHI Ta KynbTypHi 3aknagu. bonosi Aii Bxe 3abpanu
KUTTS TUCAY MELLKAHL|B | 3MYCUITU 3HAYHY YaCTUHY HaCeNeHHS MiCTa BUIXaTy B iHLLI PEriOHN YKPaIHW il iHLLi
KpaiHu.

CyvacHa BitHa P® npoTu YkpaiHn i WwopeHHi obeTpinu XapkoBa 3MylLye HAc NEPEOCMUCIIUTM
YKpaiHCbKy icTopito XX cTopiyys, 3okpema 6opoTbOy KpaiHu 3a He3anexHicTb. Pokyc Ha XapkiB LO3BONSE
AeTanbHille po3rnsHyTW ICTOPUYHUIA KOHTEKCT peBontoLin B YkpaiHi B XXI cToniTTi sk cnpoBy npoTucTosTy
ocnabneHHio AepXaBHOrO CyBEPEHITETY Ta mocuneHHio Bnnmy P®. Pocilicbka nponaraHaa 3anepevye
npaBo YkpaiHu Ha CyBepeHiTeT. BoHa npeseHTye XapkiB £K POCICbKE MICTO 3 POCIMCHKOMOBHUM
HaceneHHsM, Lo nparHe «Bo33’egHaHHay» 3 Pocieto. HeaBaxatoun Ha Hegany cnpoby B 2014 poui cTBopUTH
XapkiBcbKy ncesaopecny6bniky 3a npuknagom [JoHeubkoi Ta JlyraHCbKoi «HapogHux pecnybniky, pocincbke
BiCbKOBE KEpPIBHULTBO OuikyBano, wo B 2022 poui micto Byae 3axonneHe LWBMAKO. 3aBasky cniBnpali
YKpaiHCbKMX 30POAHWX CWM, OMOPY XapKi'saH, Y TOMY u4ucAi nigpo3ginis TeputopianbHoi 060poHN Ta
MOTYXXHOTO BOIIOHTEPCHLKOTO PyXY, POCiACbka Okynauis micta He byna gonyweHa. Lium camum xwuteni
XapkoBa [JOBENM HenpaBAMBICTb POCINCHKOI MponaraHan npo 6es3actepexHy NpoOpOCiACbKY OpieHTaLlilo
micTa. lNoHag ABa poku Xapkis nepebyBae nig nocTiHUMK BiNCbKOBUMI 0BCTpinamu. MNpoTe XuTTa MicTa He
3YNUHAETLCS: BEMNUKA KiNbKICTb MELLKaHLiB NOBEpHynacs, 4acTkoBO NPOAOBXYETHCS poboTa NignpueMCTs,
y4b0BMX Ta KymnbTypHWUX 3aKnagiB, BIiOKPUNWCS LIKONA | AUTAYMIA CagoyoK y MeTpo, Towo. Bei ui nogii
BUKMWKAOTb NiABULLEHWI IHTEpPeC 4O iCTOpIT XapkoBa, YKPaiHCbKOro Meranosicy, WO 3HaXoauTbes e 3a
40 KinomMeTpiB Bif POCINCLKOTO KOPLOHY.

3 MeToH iHTeHcudikaLji JocnimpkeHb 3 icTopii XapkoBa Ta NpefCcTaBneHHs iX pe3ynbTaTiB WKPOKIi
nyonivi kacpegpa Public History FernUniversitat B XareHi opraHizoBye Bopkwon 2425 xoBTHs 2024 poky B
Bepnini. B pamkax Bopkwuony BigbyayTbcs akageMidni guckycii Ta nybniyni gebat «Xapkis HanepeoaHi i
nig vac BiHM PO npotn YkpaiHn». 3anpollyemMo LOCRIgHWKIB NOAABATM 3asiBKM Ha y4acTb Y BOPKLLON.
3asBka mae Mictutn kopoTke CV Ta aHoTauito gonosigi (8o 500 cnis). Butpati Ha npoisg Ta NpoXuBaHHS
NOKPUBAKOTLCS OpraHizaTopamu.

[ennait nogavi — 16 yepsHsa 2024.
Poboui MoBW: yKkpaiHCbKa/aHrincbka.
3asBKu HagcunanTe Ha appecy: viktoria.naumenko@fernuni-hagen.de

Y pasi 6yab-akux nuTaHb 3BepTanTech, byab nacka, 4o Biktopii HaymeHko.
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